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Who we are:

Justice for Children is a non-profit, child-advocacy group that provides legal and social services to abused children and their protective parents when the system fails.

We intervene on behalf of abused and neglected children to prevent their re-abuse when no one else will.

We ensure that abused children receive legal representation that is diligent, free of conflicts of interest and meets the highest standards of care. As we can now plainly see, a child's life literally hangs in the balance.

We provide direct legal and social services in cases involving the protection of children when the system fails.

We help the child and their protective parent navigate a complicated administrative and judicial process that is often absurd and unjust.   
When the system fails to protect the rights of victims of child abuse, the results are frequently tragic.  JFC fearlessly brings these failures to the attention of our community, our governmental leaders, and works for reforms to prevent the reoccurrence of these tragedies in the future.
For over 2 decades, JFC has successfully intervened on behalf of abused children to ensure that their safety during custody determinations is given the highest priority. 
What we believe in (why we exist):

1. Children must receive fearless, uncompromising, unflinching advocacy for their safety in a system often fraught with inappropriate goals for the child or complete disinterest in their welfare.

2. When a child is at risk of being physically and sexually abused by his or her parents, Justice for Children believes the child should have a right to independent and competent legal representation like every other party in the case.

3. The focus must be on the child; only indirectly on the protective parent.

4. We must open up the process of adjudication of children’s rights to the light of day.

5. There can be no appeasement of judges or public officials to achieve protection of the child.

6. Bureaucracy is an enemy to child protection.

7. The System fails children systematically.

8. Family Preservation is antithetical to protection of child.

9. Our funding must come from sources independent from system of which we are critical.

10. We must remain our independence from the System in order to avoid co-opting effect of dependence.

11. The grass-roots/ community organizer structure works in problem solving.

12. Investigation of crimes against children is the exclusive responsibility of law enforcement.  While child abuse is a social problem, it is first and foremost a crime against the child.

13. The institutions that we have entrusted and funded to protect the most vulnerable members of our society must be held accountable.
14. While the initial act of abuse may be preventable, it is inexcusable for it to reoccur once it is known to exist. 

Who we are not:

We do not take cases unless there is evidence of existing or impending criminal child abuse.  
We are not a “Survivors” group, though, we actively support efforts by Survivors to obtain justice and redress for their grievances against their abusers.
We are very different from CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates)/Child Advocates, Inc.:
1) Unlike CASA that only gets involved when appointed by the Court, JFC takes the cases that are closed after investigation and confirmation of abuse/neglect.  These represent 72% of all confirmed cases nationwide.)
2) JFC provides real attorneys, not lay volunteers (pretend attorneys) in court to advocate for the child's safety and well-being.
The Problem:

1) The failures of our governmental agencies to protect victims of child abuse and neglect are virtually identical in every state due to the reliance on the same belief system, organizational structure and federal funding incentives.  The failures are systemic (not isolated examples of poor judgment) and pervasive.  They have unquestionably led to a perpetuation of abuse.  
2) Of the 1,000,000 confirmed cases of abuse annually (a very conservative number), 72% of the cases are closed after investigation and confirmation without the provision of protective services to the child.  Not surprisingly, studies have shown that the majority of "new" cases each year are merely recycled from families that have previously been in the system.  50% of all children who are murdered each year were known to CPS as at-risk.  It is JFC’s position that timely and aggressive intervention on behalf of these children is, therefore, not only cost-effective (by preventing the recycling of the same families) but prevents incalculable human suffering.

 

3) There is no accountability under the existing system because of governmental immunity and statutory confidentiality restrictions to information.  Using state confidentiality laws as a shield against its own incompetence, CPS prevents disclosure of files that should lead to better decision-making which only perpetuates the problem.  This sends a message to agencies such as CPS that they can act with impunity. 

 

4) Funding has not proven to be the problem as massive infusions of taxpayers’ dollars have not changed the bureaucratic and philosophical impediments to reform of CPS.  Currently, CPS has no accountability to the public that funds it nor even to the legislature that, in theory, has oversight for it. 
5) CPS in its current form does not deserve to exist.  It needs to be radically overhauled and to have its responsibilities for investigation of criminal abuse transferred to law enforcement.  
6) Justice for Children not only works to save as many children as our resources allow, but, we are actively engaged in reforms to the system and laws to improve the protection of children, the prosecution of their abusers, and recognition of children’s rights in the courtroom.
7) We believe in the rule of law and the value of our legal system as the best system we have to resolve disputes.  As pragmatists who have observed literally thousands of case atrocities across this country involving protective parents, we know that protective mothers and their children often do not get a fair trial in family courts as a consequence of a legal system that is fatally compromised by corruption, cronyism, ineptitude, and bias.  We cannot turn our head when we KNOW the system will fail these children and their protectors and the result will be the ongoing rape and torture of the system.  And, we must be prepared to advocate outside the box.  
8) The system is dangerously conflicted and compromised.  These conflicts in one agency are perpetrated throughout the system.  A few of the more egregious examples are:

· At CPS where they continue to maintain family preservation/reunification units and a child abuse investigation unit.
· At prosecutors’ offices across the country where assistant district attorneys represent CPS, on the one hand, in juvenile dependency cases where their client wants to reunify the family, and, on the other hand, attorneys in this same “law firm” are prosecuting the family member who perpetrated the crime. 

· At our Family Courts where the conflicts of interest are of the most despicable sort.  Were an attorney in civil practice to engage in a conflict of interest that adversely affects his client, he could face a malpractice claim or even a disciplinary action.  But, where children’s lives are at stake, such conflicts occur with regularity and the system turns a blind eye.
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